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NATIONAL GAS ACCESS (WA) BILL 2008 

Committee 
Resumed from 16 June. The Chairman of Committees (Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm) in the chair; Hon Peter 
Collier (Minister for Energy) in charge of the bill. 
Postponed clause 22: Review of Act � 
Progress was reported after the clause had been partly considered. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I move � 

Page 18, line 10 � To delete �a review to be carried out� and insert �  
a person, other than an officer of a department or body for which the Minister is responsible, to 
carry out a review 

Page 18, after line 26 � To insert �  
(2A) The person carrying out the review is to prepare and give to the Minister a report 

based on the review within sufficient time to enable the Minister to comply with 
subsection (3). 

Page 18, lines 27 to 31 � To delete the lines and insert �  
(3) The Minister is to prepare a response to the report and, as soon as is practicable after 

the response is prepared, and in any event not more than 12 months after the review 
day described in subsection (2), cause the report and the response to be laid before 
each House of Parliament. 

I appreciated the concerns of both the Greens and the opposition with this clause. I, too, had some concerns. 
These amendments will ensure that the review of the legislation will be undertaken by someone who is 
independent of the minister and of the office of the minister. A report of the review will be completed and that 
report will be tabled in Parliament. I think these amendments have captured the concerns of members opposite, 
and I am very comfortable with them. 
Hon KATE DOUST: The opposition acknowledges that the minister has followed through and has put forward 
these amendments. We support them. The minister is correct; the amendments deal with the issues that we 
raised. 
Hon GIZ WATSON: I also thank the minister for being accommodating with these amendments. They are 
constructive amendments. I am pleased that there was agreement on an amendment to be made to the bill to 
provide for an independent review to be undertaken. I appreciate that the minister negotiated those changes and 
we are happy with them. 
Amendments put and passed. 
Postponed clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Title � 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I will clarify the concerns of Hon Kate Doust regarding the note. The note itself is not 
disallowable because technically it is not a legal instrument. I have discussed this issue with Hon Kate Doust. 
Schedule 1 is essentially the Western Australian amendments to the lead act. The note inserts the Western 
Australian amendments into the lead act. It is there purely for convenience. We can cut and paste the 
amendments into the act. The note is there purely for the convenience of the reader of the act. I do not know 
whether that satisfies the member�s concerns. The member will note also that the note includes the following 
text � 

[This note is not part of the Act. It shows the text that results from modifying, according to the 
proposed Schedule 1, the National Gas Law as set out in the South Australian Act Schedule.] 

That clarifies what I have just stated. 
Hon GIZ WATSON: To complete the debate, I will clarify what the minister has just said. Because a note to a 
bill is an unusual matter, it is useful to have on the record what status that has for any future legal interpretation, 
and I think that has been covered. It is not so much about whether it is disallowable as what status it has in law. 
That is what we were trying to get clear. 
Title put and passed. 

Report 
Bill reported, with amendments, and, by leave, the report adopted. 
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Suspension of Standing Orders � Motion 
On motion without notice by Hon Peter Collier (Minister for Energy), resolved with an absolute majority � 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as would allow the third reading to be taken forthwith. 
Third Reading 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan � Minister for Energy) [6.30 pm]: I move � 
That the bill be read a third time.  

I appreciate the support of members opposite to the final passing of this bill. It is an improved bill because of the 
contribution of the opposition and the Greens (WA). I know it is not exactly what the parties opposite wanted, 
but it is close to it. It is an improved bill. I thank the Office of Energy, particularly Lita Geros and Peter 
Hawkins, for their advice and, in particular Kathryn Barrie, who has been outstanding with this bill. She has an 
intimate understanding and knowledge of the bill and her work has been second to none. I thank members 
opposite for their support.  
Question put and passed.  
Bill read a third time and passed. 
 


